
SYA 5515 Sociology Research Practicum 
 
Professor:  Jill Quadagno 
Course meeting time: Monday, 9:00-10:00 AM 
Phone: 644-8827 
e-mail: jquadagn@coss.fsu.edu 
Office Hours: Monday, 1:00-3:00, Thursday, 1:30-3:30 and by Appointment 
Office: 224 Pepper Center 
 
Summary of Course Objectives:  The objectives of this course are to help you design and carry 
out a research project and to write up the results in a professional style so that you can present 
your paper at a professional meeting, and submit it to a professional journal for publication.   
 
Course Requirements:  To obtain a satisfactory grade in this course, you must attend class on a 
regular basis, complete all required readings on time, complete all written assignments on time 
and turn in a first draft of the introduction to your master’s paper by December 11.   
 
RReeqquuiirreedd  ccoo--rreeqquuiissiittee::    SSYYAA  55997711rr  ((22  hhrrss))    
  
TThhiiss  oonnee--hhoouurr  pprraaccttiiccuumm  iiss  ttaauugghhtt  iinn  aassssoocciiaattiioonn  wwiitthh  ttwwoo  hhoouurrss  ooff  ddiirreecctteedd  rreesseeaarrcchh  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  
mmaajjoorr  pprrooffeessssoorr..    ((NNOOTTEE::    PPlleeaassee  sseeee  MMss..  JJaammiiee  YYeeaarrggaann  ttoo  ssiiggnn  uupp  ffoorr  ttwwoo  hhoouurrss  ooff  SSYYAA  55997711rr  
wwiitthh  yyoouurr  mmaajjoorr  pprrooffeessssoorr..))      
  
Course  Organization  &  FormatCourse Organization & Format
 
TThhee  oobbjjeeccttiivvee  ooff  tthhiiss  ccoouurrssee  iiss  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  yyoouu  wwiitthh  tthhee  sskkiillllss  ttoo  ddeevveelloopp  yyoouurr  MMaasstteerr''ss  ppaappeerr..    
YYoouu  wwiillll  lleeaarrnn  hhooww  ttoo  ffoorrmmuullaattee  aa  rreesseeaarrcchh  qquueessttiioonn,,  ddeetteerrmmiinnee  wwhhaatt  kkiinndd  ooff  eevviiddeennccee  iiss  nneeeeddeedd  
ttoo  aaddddrreessss  tthhaatt  qquueessttiioonn  aanndd  mmaakkee  aa  ccoonnvviinncciinngg  aarrgguummeenntt..    WWee  wwiillll  aallssoo  ffooccuuss  oonn  iimmpprroovviinngg  tthhee  
ssttyyllee  aanndd  ccllaarriittyy  ooff  yyoouurr  wwrriittiinngg  aanndd  pprreeppaarriinngg  yyoouurr  mmaannuussccrriipptt  iinn  aa  mmaannnneerr  tthhaatt  mmeeeettss  
pprrooffeessssiioonnaall  ssttaannddaarrddss  iinn  tthhee  ddiisscciipplliinnee..      
  
TToo  mmaakkee  ssaattiissffaaccttoorryy  pprrooggrreessss  tthhiiss  sseemmeesstteerr,,  yyoouu  sshhoouulldd  eexxppeecctt  ttoo  ddeeddiiccaattee  ssiixx  oorr  mmoorree  hhoouurrss  ooff  
oouutt  ooff  ccllaassss  ttiimmee  wweeeekkllyy  ttoo  yyoouurr  mmaasstteerr’’ss  ppaappeerr  pprroojjeecctt..    YYoouu  sshhoouulldd  aallssoo  mmeeeett  oonn  aa  rreegguullaarr  bbaassiiss  
wwiitthh  yyoouurr  mmaajjoorr  pprrooffeessssoorr..    IIff  yyoouu  iinnvveesstt  iinn  tthhiiss  ccoouurrssee,,  yyoouu  wwiillll  ddeevveelloopp  wwrriittiinngg  sskkiillllss  tthhaatt  wwiillll  
pprreeppaarree  yyoouu  ttoo  wwrriittee  aa  ddiisssseerrttaattiioonn  pprrooppoossaall  aass  wweellll  aass  sseerrvvee  yyoouu  wweellll  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  yyoouurr  ccaarreeeerr..  
SSiinnccee  sskkiillllss  aarree  ccuummuullaattiivvee,,  yyoouu  ccaannnnoott  pprrooggrreessss  ttoo  ssttaaggee  bb  uunnttiill  yyoouu  hhaavvee  ppaasssseedd  tthhrroouugghh  ssttaaggee  aa..    
IItt  iiss  tthhuuss  iimmppeerraattiivvee  tthhaatt  yyoouu  ccoommpplleettee  yyoouurr  aassssiiggnnmmeennttss  aass  iinnssttrruucctteedd  aanndd  oonn  ttiimmee..      
 
SSttuuddeennttss  wwiillll  rreeppoorrtt  rreegguullaarrllyy  oonn  tthheeiirr  pprrooggrreessss  aanndd  pprroovviiddee  bbootthh  oorraall  aanndd  wwrriitttteenn  ccrriittiiqquueess  ooff  
tthheeiirr  ffeellllooww  ssttuuddeennttss’’  ppaappeerrss..      



What  is  the  MA  Paper?What is the MA Paper?
  
FFoorr  aa  ttrraaddiittiioonnaall  MMSS  ddeeggrreeee  iinn  ssoocciioollooggyy,,  oouurr  ddeeppaarrttmmeenntt  rreeqquuiirreess  aa  MMaasstteerr''ss  PPaappeerr  ((MMAA  ppaappeerr))..    
TThhee  MMAA  ppaappeerr  aalllloowwss  aa  ssttuuddeenntt  ttoo  wwoorrkk  oonn  aa  rreesseeaarrcchh  pprroojjeecctt  tthhaatt  iiss  ((iiddeeaallllyy))  uunnddeerrwwaayy  aanndd  ttoo  
ddeevveelloopp  aa  ppuubblliisshhaabbllee  mmaannuussccrriipptt..      AA  ssttuuddeenntt  lleeaarrnnss  tthheeoorryy,,  mmeetthhooddss,,  aanndd  ssuubbssttaannttiivvee  ccoonntteenntt  iinn  
ccoouurrsseewwoorrkk  aanndd  tthheenn  lleeaarrnnss  aabboouutt  hhooww  ttoo  ccoommmmuunniiccaattee  tthhee  rreessuullttss  iinn  aa  ffoorrmm  tthhaatt  iiss  ttyyppiiccaallllyy  uusseedd  
iinn  tthhee  ddiisscciipplliinnee..  
  
Choosing  a  major  professor  Choosing a major professor   
  
YYoouu  wwiillll  nneeeedd  ttoo  sseelleecctt  aa  mmaajjoorr  pprrooffeessssoorr  ttoo  ssuuppeerrvviissee  yyoouurr  mmaasstteerr’’ss  ppaappeerr..    YYoouurr  cchhooiiccee  ooff  
mmaajjoorr  pprrooffeessssoorr  ffoorr  tthhee  pprroojjeecctt  sshhoouulldd  bbee  bbaasseedd  oonn  pprraaccttiiccaall  aanndd  ssuubbssttaannttiivvee  ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonnss..    YYoouu  
nneeeedd  ssoommeeoonnee  wwiitthh  wwhhoomm  yyoouu  ccaann  wwoorrkk,,  aanndd  ssoommeeoonnee  wwhhoo  iiss  wwiilllliinngg  ttoo  hheellpp  yyoouu  ddeevveelloopp  aa  
ppaappeerr  wwiitthh  ppootteennttiiaall  ffoorr  ppuubblliiccaattiioonn..    TToo  ffiinndd  oouutt  iiff  aa  ffaaccuullttyy  mmeemmbbeerr  iiss  iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  ssuuppeerrvviissiinngg  
yyoouurr  pprroojjeecctt,,  ggoo  ttoo  hhiimm  oorr  hheerr  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  iiddeeaass  aanndd  aasskk..    NNOOTTEE::    IIff  tthhee  ppeerrssoonn  wwiitthh  wwhhoomm  yyoouu  
wwaanntt  ttoo  wwoorrkk  ddooeess  nnoott  rreeaallllyy  wwaanntt  ttoo  wwoorrkk  wwiitthh  yyoouu,,  yyoouu  mmaayy  nneeeedd  ttoo  tthhiinnkk  aaggaaiinn..    YYoouu  nneeeedd  
cclleeaarr  eevviiddeennccee  ooff  tthhee  pprrooffeessssoorr’’ss  iinntteerreesstt  iinn  wwoorrkkiinngg  wwiitthh  yyoouu..    EEvviiddeennccee  ooff  aa  ssttrroonngg,,  eexxpplliicciitt  
ccoommmmiittmmeenntt  iiss  tthhee  kkeeyy  ttoo  ssuucccceessssffuull  ccoollllaabboorraattiioonn..      
  
BBeeffoorree  ggooiinngg  vveerryy  ffaarr  wwiitthh  tthhee  pprroojjeecctt,,  tthhee  ssttuuddeenntt  aanndd  mmaajjoorr  pprrooffeessssoorr  mmuusstt  iiddeennttiiffyy  ttwwoo  ootthheerr  
ddeeppaarrttmmeennttaall  ffaaccuullttyy  mmeemmbbeerrss  ttoo  sseerrvvee  aass  tthhee  ssttuuddeenntt''ss  MMAA  ppaappeerr  ssuuppeerrvviissoorryy  ccoommmmiitttteeee..    WWhhiillee  
tthhee  mmaajjoorr  pprrooffeessssoorr  iiss  iinn  cchhaarrggee  ooff  tthhee  pprroojjeecctt,,  ccoommmmiitttteeee  mmeemmbbeerrss  mmuusstt  aaggrreeee  tthhaatt  tthhee  
mmaannuussccrriipptt  mmeeeettss  ddiisscciipplliinnaarryy  ssttaannddaarrddss  bbeeffoorree  tthheeyy  ssiiggnn  tthhee  ffiinnaall  ccooppyy..  
  
The  MA  paper  and  authorshipThe MA paper and authorship
  
TThhee  MMAA  ppaappeerr  iiss  aa  jjoouurrnnaall--lleennggtthh  mmaannuussccrriipptt  tthhaatt,,  wwiitthh  aaddddiittiioonnaall  rreevviissiioonnss,,  mmaayy  bbee  ssuubbmmiitttteedd  ttoo  
aa  ssoocciioollooggyy  jjoouurrnnaall  ffoorr  ppuubblliiccaattiioonn..    TThhee  ssttuuddeenntt  aanndd  aaddvviissoorr  sshhoouulldd  ccllaarriiffyy  aatt  tthhee  oouuttsseett,,  
pprreeffeerraabbllyy  iinn  wwrriittiinngg,,  aann  aaggrreeeemmeenntt  oonn  aauutthhoorrsshhiipp..    WWhhoo  wwiillll  sseerrvvee  aass  ffiirrsstt  aauutthhoorr  oonn  ppuubblliiccaattiioonnss  
rreessuullttiinngg  ffrroomm  tthhee  ccoollllaabboorraattiioonn??    IIff  tthhee  pprroojjeecctt  pprriimmaarriillyy  iinnvvoollvveess  tthhee  pprrooffeessssoorr''ss  qquueessttiioonn  aanndd  
ddaattaa,,  tthhee  pprrooffeessssoorr  wwiillll  nnoorrmmaallllyy  bbee  ffiirrsstt  aauutthhoorr..    IIff  tthhee  ssttuuddeenntt  aanndd  ffaaccuullttyy  mmeemmbbeerr  ffaaiill  ttoo  
nneeggoottiiaattee  aauutthhoorrsshhiipp  uupp  ffrroonntt,,  tthhee  ssttuuddeenntt  sshhoouulldd  aassssuummee  tthhaatt  tthhee  mmaajjoorr  pprrooffeessssoorr  wwiillll  bbee  aa  ccoo--
aauutthhoorr  wwiitthh  oorrddeerr  ttoo  bbee  nneeggoottiiaatteedd  ddeeppeennddiinngg  oonn  tthhee  lleevveell  ooff  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn..    TToo  aavvooiidd  
mmiissuunnddeerrssttaannddiinnggss  aanndd  ccoonnfflliicctt,,  wwee  uurrggee  ssttuuddeennttss  aanndd  ffaaccuullttyy  ttoo  ccllaarriiffyy  aauutthhoorrsshhiipp  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  
ssttuuddeenntt  bbeeggiinnss  tthhee  pprroojjeecctt..      
  
AAtt  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhiiss  ttwwoo--sseemmeesstteerr  sseeqquueennccee,,  yyoouu  wwiillll  kknnooww  hhooww  ttoo  pprroodduuccee  aa  jjoouurrnnaall  aarrttiiccllee..  TThhiiss  
sstteepp  iiss  vvaalluuaabbllee  ffoorr  yyoouurr  pprrooffeessssiioonnaall  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt..    TTaakkee  aaddvvaannttaaggee  ooff  iitt..    II  aamm  llooookkiinngg  ffoorrwwaarrdd  
ttoo  wwoorrkkiinngg  wwiitthh  yyoouu..  
  
YYoouu  nneeeedd  nnoott  ssttaayy  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  pprrooffeessssoorr  oonnccee  tthhee  MMAA  pprroojjeecctt  iiss  ccoommpplleettee..    IInnddeeeedd,,  tthheerree  aarree  ggoooodd  
rreeaassoonnss  ffoorr  cchhaannggiinngg..    YYoouu  hhaavvee  tthhee  rriigghhtt  ttoo  cchhaannggee  aaddvviissoorrss,,  aass  yyoouurr  iinntteerreessttss  aanndd  cciirrccuummssttaanncceess  
cchhaannggee..  YYoouurr  ggooaall::    OObbttaaiinn  hheellpp  wwhhiillee  aavvooiiddiinngg  mmiissuunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  oorr  hhaarrdd  ffeeeelliinnggss..      



CCoouurrssee  RReeqquuiirreemmeennttss  
  

Required Book:  
 
BBooootthh,,  WWaayynnee  CC..,,  GGrreeggoorryy  GG..  CCoolloommbb,,  aanndd  JJoosseepphh  MM..  WWiilllliiaammss..    22000033..  TThhee  CCrraafftt  ooff  RReesseeaarrcchh..    

UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  CChhiiccaaggoo  PPrreessss..      
  
The book is available at Bill’s Bookstore. 
 
Assignments: 
  
Aug. 28: Introduction 
 
Sept. 4:  No class.  Labor day holiday. 
 
Sept. 11:  Discussion of master’s paper topics 
 
Be prepared to discuss one or more topics you would like to use in your master’s paper 
 
AAssssiiggnnmmeenntt::    BBooootthh  aanndd  WWiilllliiaammss,,  PPrroolloogguuee  aanndd  CChhaappss..  11  aanndd  22   
 
Sept. 18:   How researchers choose topics 
 
Read the following articles.  Be prepared to discuss how each of the authors chose his/her area of 
research.  How did you decide on your own topic?  Did you select your topic because of some 
aspect of your personal history? A theoretical interest?  A perceived gap in empirical 
knowledge?  Think - what are the disadvantages and advantages of each starting point? 
 
Assignment:  
 
Joshua Gamson, “Professional Rebellions and Personal Researches or How I Became Bored with 
Myself.”  Pp. 245-252 in Our Studies, Ourselves: Sociologists Lives and Work.  Oxford 
University Press, 2003. 
 
Kathleen Blee, “On Studying the Enemy.”  Pp. 13-23 in Our Studies, Ourselves: Sociologists 
Lives and Work.  Oxford University Press, 2003. 
 
Sept. 25:  Developing a research question 
 
Begin your literature review by reading several articles on your topic.  The references should 
come from professional sociological journals not the popular media as a general rule (although 
there are exceptions).  This will be the beginning of your bibliography for your master’s paper.  
Then prepare a list of several questions you might ask based on the literature review.  Where are 
the gaps in the literature?  Can you identify any theoretical debates?  Is there a lack of research 
on a particular subject?  See what you can make an original contribution. 
 
Assignment: Chap. 3 and 4   



  
Oct. 2:   
 
Assignment:  Read the following articles:  
 
Brooks, Clem and Jeff Manza.  2006.  “Social Policy Responsiveness in Developed 
Democracies.”  American Sociological Review 71 (3): 474-495. 
 
Myles, John.  2006.  Comment on Brooks and Manza: Welfare States and Public Opinion.” 
American Sociological Review 71 (3): 495-498. 
 
Brooks, Clem and Jeff Manza.  2006.  “Reply to Myles: Theory and Methods for Comparative 
Opinion/ Social Policy Research.”  American Sociological Review 71 (3): 499-501.  
 
After you have read the articles, do the following: 
 
(1)  “Pull the outline” of the paper (as published) by listing each section’s title and then every 
subtitle within each section.  Make clear which subtitles are subordinate to others (by indenting 
or numbering or whatever).  
 
(2)  As you read each section and subsection:  Ask yourself, “what do the authors do here?”  
What is included in this section?  Try to identify the paper’s structure.   
 
(3)  What is the author’s main claim?  Find the sentence or sentences that state the paper’s main 
claim.  Where is it (in what section)?  Quote it exactly and report its page number.  Then assess 
it.  Does the evidence support the claim?   
 
(4)  What reasons are presented to support the main claim? 
 
(5) Does the evidence presented support the authors’ claims? 
 
(6)  What arguments are made by Myles in his critique?  How do Brooks and Manza respond?  Is 
their response sufficient to convince you that their argument is valid and backed up by evidence?  
What other evidence might strengthen their case? 
 
Oct. 9:  Your research problem 
 
Assignment:  Chap. 5 and 6  
 
Prepare a one page written statement of your research problem to hand in.  This should include a 
causal model that contains the key concepts in your study.  At this point, you should have a 
minimum of five or six key concepts.  Be sure to: 
 
a)  Give each concept a name that communicates to the reader what it is about substantively. 
b)  Draw arrows to show which concepts you view as exogenous (not to be explained/predicted 
by you) and which you view as endogenous (to be explained/predicted by you).   
c)  Verbally describe each link (represented by an arrow) in your model and in doing so, clarify 



the “form” of the relationship you expect to find. 
 
Bring copies for everyone in the class.  What kind of data or evidence will you need to solve 
your research problem?  What do you think your contribution to sociology will be ( i.e, add to 
theory, add to empirical knowledge).  Be prepared to discuss your project with the class. 
 
Oct 16:  Making arguments 
 
Assignment:  Chap. 7 and 8  
 
We will continue with discussion of student ‘s causal models. 
 
Oct. 23:  Draft an introduction and give a copy to the student who is assigned to review your 
project. 
 
Assignment: 
 
Write a draft (‘draft’ means a beginning; a start) of the introduction section and literature review 
section of your MA paper.  Be sure to have your major “claim” in a sentence at the end of the 
Introduction and be sure to name all your key concepts and your central question.    
 
Your literature review should be organized around your research problem.  Do not worry if you 
have ‘all the literature’ covered. Simply begin.  Keep this in mind:  You are writing FOR your 
reader so your reader will be prepared for your results/findings.  Your goal in the front end of the 
paper up to your “findings” is to prepare readers for the results section (or findings) of your 
study.    
 
Suggestion:  Look at how Brooks and Manza begin their paper.  What concept do they open the 
paper with?   Do they cite many references in the introduction?  How do they organize their 
literature review.  Emulate them if you are unsure of how to proceed.   
  
Reassurance:  You will write many versions of your introduction before you finish.  All I ask 
now is that you make a start.  In some ways, your introduction is a “story” about your major 
“claim” (see Booth book again).  Your introduction ‘introduces’ your paper. You’ll want to be 
sure that your readers have a good idea of what the paper is about.  You may write three pages or 
10 pages, as you see fit; I have no length in mind at this point.   
 
Each student’s paper will be assigned two reviewers.   
 
Oct. 30:   
 
Assignment:  Chaps. 9 and 10  
 
Reviewer’s critiques of student paper drafts.  
 
Nov. 6: Drafting a paper 
 



Assignment:  Chaps. 11 and 12  
 
Reviewer’s critiques of student paper drafts.  
 
Nov. 13:  Revising a paper 
 
Reviewer’s critiques of student paper drafts.  
 
Assignment: Chaps 13 and 14  
 
Nov. 20:  To be assigned 
 
Nov. 27:  To be assigned 
 
Dec. 4:  Connecting Claims to Evidence 
 
Final discussion of projects for semester. 
 
Assignment:  Chap. 16  
 
Due  Date  for  MA  Paper  Draft  (front  portion):    Monday  December  11,  2005  (firm  date)  Due Date for MA Paper Draft (front portion): Monday December 11, 2005 (firm date)   
 
 


